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 Mrs. E. S. Payne, of Castalian Springs, Tenn., has 
procured a statement from her father, Thomas T. Martin, 
of Fountain Creek, Tenn., which pertains to the deeply 
interesting theme of Sam Davis and how he procured 
certain papers found on his person 
when captured by the Kansas 
Jayhawkers. This theory has been 
advocated from time to time since the 
wonderful story has been in the public 
mind. Mr. Martin writes in regard to 
it as follows: 
 
 "I enlisted in Company I, 11th 
Tennessee Cavalry, and was detached 
by  Gene ra l  Whee le r  a s  an 
independent scout. I worked with 
Sam Davis, Polk English, and others. 
I was with Davis and English a great 
deal. While one would go in to report, 
the others would remain and watch 
the movements of the Federals. 
 
 "We made our headquarters 
for some time at the home of Robert 
English, a true Southerner, who lived 
on Big Creek, near Campbellsville, Giles County, Tenn. 
He was an uncle of Polk English. Just after Sam Davis 
was hanged Polk English and I went to the home of his 

uncle, Robert English, and he told us then, with the 
injunction never to reveal the facts while he lived, that 
one of his young negroes, a sprightly fellow, was in 
General Dodge's headquarters and heard the officers 

discussing Sam Davis's mission and the 
contents of some papers, after which 
they laid them on the table. The boy 
watched his chance; and when he got 
the opportunity, he stole the papers and 
made tracks for home. He said : 'Marse 
Bob, here's some papers I got in General 
Dodge's tent and thought they might be 
of some use to Marse Sam.' Sam Davis 
spent the night before he was captured 
at Bob English's home, and he gave Sam 
the papers. If  Polk English or I had 
been there, one of us would have been 
given the papers.  
 
 "As soon as I heard the sad 
news I rode that night from Mr. 
English's home to Sam Davis's father's 
home, about forty miles, and told the 
family the sad fate of their son. At that 
time the Federals had out a reward of 

$1oo for my capture." 
 

Confederate Veteran, April 1909. 
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 For the February meeting I want us to 
consider our annual calendar. Events I 
propose the Camp participate in are as 
follows: 1st Quarter Breakfast, Confederate 
Decoration Day, Portland Strawberry 
Festival Parade, Forrest Home, 2nd Quarter 
Breakfast, 3rd Quarter Breakfast, Cemetery 
Tour, Gallatin Christmas Parade, 4th Quarter 
Breakfast, Christmas Banquet, Bethpage 
Christmas Parade. Events I am NOT 
recommending include both of the festivals 
on the Square. When we have done them in 
the past they have not resulted in any new 
members nor raised enough money to 
warrant our participation. 
 
 As I said at the January meeting, I 
want y’all to think about these events and 
not to vote on them UNLESS you are 
prepared to participate. Particularly, those 
events like parades need an extra effort to 
attend. Anytime we are putting ourselves out 
into the public eye we need to look like we 
have more than four members. So, please, 

don’t vote for such events if you don’t want 
the Camp to do them and to put its best foot 
forward. 
 
 As you all probably know by now, on 
January 13th I had a heart attack.  I am 
pleased to say that it did almost no damage 
to my heart and that I am back to normal 
activities with little restriction. I want to 
thank you all very humbly for the well 
wishes and thoughts and prayers I received 
from the Camp. Your best wishes were 
greatly appreciated and did much to speed 
my recovery. I have been very blessed and 
cannot thank my compatriots enough for 
your concern and communications. 
 
  
 This Month’s speaker will be Dr. Steve 
Murphree who will give us a presentation on 
Major General Benjamin F. 
Cheatham. I know you will enjoy 
this presentation. 
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 Ken and I attended Commander’s Call 
and the DEC Meeting on January 31, 2015. It 
was a great training 
opportunity and a great 
fellowship.  
 
 One of the things 
that arose, however, 
that caused concern 
was the decline in the 
purchases of the 
Tennessee SCV License 
plates. The sale of the 
plates is the Division’s  
main source of revenue.  
The Tennessee Division 
does an incredible 
amount of good with 
the funds it receives 
from these plates. It 

has used the money for Confederate projects 
throughout the state as well as the 
conservation of Confederate relics in the 
Tennessee State Museum. Original 
Confederate flags as well as General 
Cleburne’s kepi from the Battle of Franklin. 
It is incumbent on us, the Sons, to buy these 
plates so this work can continue. 
 The Annual Reunion this year with be 
in Grennville, Tennessee on April 10-11, 2015  
The Reunion will be held at the General John 
Hunt Morgan Inn. We expect the Forrest’s 
Escort to come out with an agenda and any 
proposed Constitutional amendments. One 
thing that is going to come up at the reunion 
is additional funds for the fight in Memphis 
over Forrest Park. 
 
 The DEC gave an additional $10,000 to 
the fight on the 31st.  They are, however, 
requesting additional funding at this year’s 
Reunion so our Camp needs to decide how 
we feel about giving the Memphis effort a 
total of over $30,000. 
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