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LEGIONNAIRE 

 Now is a time of trial for the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. From almost all sides our 
Confederate heritage is under assault. In its defense 
we are almost standing alone among Confederate 
heritage organizations. Many of 
you may have seen that the 
United Daughters of the 
Confederacy have been largely 
silent about events in South 
Carolina but as the calls to 
purge the South of all things 
Confederate,  they have 
cancelled the SCV’s use of their 
Great Hall in Richmond for 
this year’s Memorial Service at 
the National Reunion. The SCV 
had a contract, paid in full, to 
use the Hall for this service but  
that contract was abruptly 
cancelled saying the building 
would be closed to all during 
our Reunion.  
 
 Earlier, the Children of the Confederacy, run 
by the UDC, first invited our Commander in Chief to 
speak, then uninvited him and now have apparently re
-invited him. One can only ask where this will all end?  

 
 Even here, our own Tennessee politicians 
seemed to be eager to take away our SCV license plate 
and to remove the bust of Nathan Bedford Forrest 

from the Tennessee capitol. If 
that was not enough, the Mayor 
of Memphis wants to dig 
Forrest up and remove he and 
his wife from under his statue. 
 
 Clearly, only the SCV 
seems prepared to step up and 
oppose these sorts of steps that 
denigrate our ancestors and 
threaten our heritage. We then 
must RECRUIT!!!!!! We must 
increase our numbers so that 
the political force we can exert 
is one that the politicians who 
seek to pander to those who 
would slander and destroy our 
heritage know that in doing so 

there is a political price to be paid. 
 
 We must contact our state Senators and state 
Representatives letting them know where we stand on 
heritage issues and where we expect them to stand.  

Our next regular meeting will be held on August 13, 2015 at 
7:00 P.M. at the new location of Believers’ Fellowship, still 
on the Public square but now at 126 North Water Avenue. 
Please plan to attend. 

Heritage Under Assault 

Now is the time to stand up and be counted 
to defend our Confederate symbols and the 

honor of our ancestors. 
Will you shirk your duty? 



PAGE 2 

 
 Now, Gentlemen, is the time to stand up and 
be counted. If we do not, if we shirk this duty, we 
could lose our heritage. Across the South monuments 
are under siege, even a monument to Confederate 
dead in a cemetery has been vandalized, flags on 
soldiers graves removed. We must stand up to stop 
this and to stop it now. Now is the time for the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans to show that we take The 
Charge to heart and are willing to stand by our 
ancestors, their courage and their sacrifices. 
 
Deo Vindice! 
 

 
 Brigadier General John Gregg was in 
command of the Texas Brigade during the 
siege of Petersburg. He was killed on October 

7, 1864. He was a Texan and was a personal 
friend of Lt. Colonel Clinton M. Winkler, 
then commanding the 4th Texas. Here is a 
description of his death and the recovery of 
his body and the subsequent funeral:                                                                                 
 
"Sunset, October 9.—Another hard day's 
work, and, thank God, I am still unhurt. We 
charged the enemy's works between the 
Darbytown and Newmarket roads, and 
suffered heavily. General Gregg among the 
killed." 
 
This was the brief announcement of a 
catastrophe the Texas Brigade had never 
before been called upon to bear—the loss of 
a general upon the battlefield. It was to them 
a most dreadful experience, and the 
circumstances surrounding his death touched 
the stoutest hearts. 
 
The Texans had driven the enemy into his 
breastworks, and were advancing steadily 
under murderous tire, when General Gregg 
was suddenly stricken down. The men 
recoiled under the fire, leaving his body 
about one hundred yards in front of their 
somewhat disordered line. Captain Kerr, 
Adjutant General on General Gregg's staff, 
deserves special notice for his coolness. 
Coming down the line, close to Colonel 
Winkler, in command of the 4th Texas, he 
said in a low tone, "Gregg's killed." Walking 
back a moment later, without relaxing a 
muscle, he again spoke, "Bass is wounded: 
you must take command of brigade." Under 
the pitiless fire and confusion, Colonel 
Winkler ordered the color-bearer to a small 
depression on the ground, gave the order, 
"Dress on your colors." When every man was 
at his place, and the line reformed. 
Lieutenant Shotwell, of General Gregg's staff, 

The Death oF Brigadier 
John Gregg 
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asked permission to take three men and a 
blanket and go out in front to secure 
General Gregg's body. This was given, and in 
that rain of shot and shell, where it seemed 
nothing could live, they ran out, rolled his 
body on the blanket, and safely bore it to the 
rear, when the brigade was withdrawn from 
the field, and hostilities ceased. 
 
When Lieutenant Shotwell's bravery was 
reported to General Lee, by special order he 
complimented the gallant action, the brigade, 
and commander, for remaining at their post 
of duty until all possible was accomplished 
under the trying circumstances. 
 
The men were deeply grieved at the death of 
their commander, who had so successfully led 
them upon so many hard fought battlefields, 
but felt relieved that his body had been 
recovered, even in the face of the enemy. 
 
His remains were placed in a casket and 
taken to Richmond, where he lay in state at 
the capitol in the hall of the House of 
Representatives, enveloped with the 
Confederate and Texas flags and covered 
with floral offerings of a people always ready 
to honor the brave. All day Saturday the 
people pressed in crowds to look upon the 
features of one dying in their defense, and 
the funeral was the saddest I ever witnessed; 
genuine sympathy for the brigade all 
delighted to honor, and also for the wife 
detained in Federal lines. 
 
The brigade was permitted to go into the city 
and attend the funeral in a body—the only 
time during the four years' struggle they were 
able to pay the last tribute of respect to a 
dead comrade. Postmaster-General John H. 
Reagan, Colonel F. R. Lubbock, of President 

Davis' staff, both Texans, and members of 
the Texas delegation in Congress, acted as 
pall-bearers. President Davis and members of 
the cabinet attended in a body. The hearse 
containing the remains was followed by a 
soldier leading the dead general's horse ready 
caparisoned, and the battle-scarred men who 
had never quailed before the enemy, now, 
with bowed heads and arms reversed, 
marched sadly behind the senseless body of 
him they had ever respected, honored and 
obeyed. 
 
Out of the Capitol square the funeral cortège 
wound, through the streets, until beautiful 
Hollywood was reached, where the 
impressive burial service was read by Rev. 
Jas. A. Duncan, of the Methodist church, and 
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the casket was deposited in a private vault to 
await the action of Mrs. Gregg, whose wishes 
it was impossible to consult." Sympathy for 
the absent wife mingled with the grief in each 
manly breast for one they considered a 
Chevalier Bayard among men. Never were 
sadder faces than those who turned away 
after the last rite was ended, and wearily 
made their way back to the city,—out to the 
fortifications beyond,-- -.still prepared to 
endure all for the Southern cause. 
 
'•The brave General Gregg fell at the head of 
his troops." 
 
General Lee's Dispatch. 
 
"John Gregg was a native of Laurence. Ala. 
In 1851 he located in Texas, where he rapidly 
rose to eminence as a lawyer and at the early 
age of twenty-seven was elected judge Of a 

judicial district. He was one of the citizens of 
Texas who signed and published the call for 
the Sovereign Conventions, which passed the 
ordinance of secession, and was elected by 
that body one of the delegates to the 
Provisional Congress at Montgomery Ala. 
 
'"On the initiation of the war, he returned to 
Texas and recruited the 7th regiment of 
Texas infantry, of which he was elected 
colonel. He was in the capitulation at Fort 
Donaldson[sic], on the 16th of February, 
1862. After his exchange, he was made 
brigadier-general. He participated in the 
defense of Vicksburg, and also at Port 
Hudson. In March, 1863, he commanded in 
the battles of Raymond and Jackson, Miss. 
"He was wounded at Chickamauga. He was 
soon after assigned to the command of the 
Texas brigade (once Hood's, afterwards 
Robertson's), in Longstreet's corps, then 
operating in East Tennessee. He participated 
with this corps in Field's division in most of 
the battles of the 'Army of Northern 
Virginia.' 
 
He fell in the battle of New Market road. The 
crowning glory of his military career was his 
defense of Richmond. John Gregg was a man 
of good literary and scientific attainments, of 
extensive reading, of large intellect, and a 
profound thinker." 
 
The Confederate Capital and Hood's Texas 
Brigade, pp 195-197.  
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Camp 
News  
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This is a recruiting flyer I have prepared and I hope the Camp will help distribute into the community. 
Just let me know and I will send it to you digitally or I will print them out for you so that we can get 
them out. With these assaults on our heritage, more folks are looking to join us to help fight the fight.  



PAGE 9 



General William B. Bate Camp 34,  

 

Commander –  Randy P. Lucas 
1 Lt. Commander – Eddie Felts 
2 Lt. Commander –  John de Leusomme 
Adjutant –  Kenneth A. Corum 
Quartermaster – Richard Hamblen 
Treasurer – Kenneth A. Corum 
Chaplain – Johnny Keele 
Surgeon –  Vacant 
Historian – G. Franklin Heathman 
Color Sergeant –  Michael Bassette 
Judge Advocate – William Bryan Roehrig, III 
Editor – Randy P. Lucas 

  111 College Street 
Gallatin, Tennessee 37066 
Phone: 615-451-1013 
Fax: 615-230-5722 


